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14 November 2007

Dear Mr Couperwhite,

QUESTIONS ON SORN SCHOOL CLOSURE

 The following questions have been generated from the Parent Council and the public meeting held at the village hall on the 6th November. We would be grateful for you response by close of play 19th November.
1. How does East Ayrshire Council measure performance against the Curriculum for Excellence?
2. How does Sorn School rate in performance against these criteria when compared to other schools in the authority?

3. What were the selection criteria for the schools?

4. What are the roll and capacity figures for each EAC primary school as at Sept.2007?

5. What was the annual spend per school in EAC for each of the last five years for maintenance and per pupil for teaching /education provision.
6. Please provide a breakdown of the anticipated budget required to bring the Sorn building up to the required standard?

7. Some offers have been received from local businesses and investors to help with the work required on Sorn. How would the Council go about such a joint venture?

8. What will the class sizes at Mauchline and Catrine be if these proposals go ahead?

9. What is the annual education budget? What non statutory elements are contained within the budget. What other areas could provide the necessary savings?

10. What are the statistics for incidents of bullying and violence in all three schools?
11. What will be the annual cost of transporting all the pupils to their new schools?

12. The Parent Council would very much like to include the children in the consultation process. Can you confirm that without prejudice to her position Mrs Houston will be allowed to involve the children in letter writing and other supportive activities during the school day? May we also be allowed to communicate with parents via the children’s school bags? 
13. Please provide crime statistics for each of the 3 villages.

14. Please provide statistics of the number of repairs carried out due to vandalism on the schools in each of the locales.

15. Can you confirm that Sorn pupils, on moving to Auchinleck Academy, are consistently in the top streams, have been prize winners and have won pupil of the year at the school?

16. Please provide details of the number of exclusions at all three primary schools.

17. Please provide details of attendance levels for all three primary schools.

18. What assumptions have been used to calculate the future roll projections for all three schools?
19. How many requests for places at Sorn Primary have been refused in each of the last five years?

20. Please give details of the environmental impact of each of the three proposals.
Please ensure that the Parent Council are notified of any meeting pertaining to our School which the public will be allowed to attend. Please also ensure that where you provide statistics the source and date of the figures is clearly stated.
That concludes our questions for the time being. As you have imposed tight deadlines for the consultation considering the upcoming holidays we would ask that you provide this information by close of play 19th November.
Yours faithfully

Charles Shaw
Chair

